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1.0

2.0

Introduction

This Geography syllabus is a revised version which has been prepared to replace that of 1996
which has phased out. The revision process focused on change in paradigm from that of
content based to competence based curriculum. Moreover, the revision was inevitable due to
the fact that the 1996 syllabus did not sufficiently take into consideration the current social,
cultural, global, technological, subject biases and cross cutting issues taking place worldwide
but particularly in Tanzanian society.

In addition, the revision has also taken into consideration on the requirements for the
Secondary Education Development Plan (SEDP). This syllabus has been introduced for
implementation from January 2005.

Aims and Objectives of Education in Tanzania
The general objectives of education in Tanzania are:

a) To guide and promote the development and improvement of the personalities of the
citizens of Tanzania, their human resources and effective utilization of those resources in
bringing about individual development.

b) To promote the acquisition and appreciation of the culture, customs and traditions of the
people of Tanzania.

¢) To promote the acquisition and appropriate use of literacy, social, scientific, vocational,
technological, professional and other forms of knowledge, skills and attitudes for the
development and improvement of the condition of man and society.

d) To develop and promote self-confidence and an inquiring mind, an understanding
and respect for human dignity and human rights and readiness to work hard for self
advancement and national development.

e) To promote and expand the scope of acquisition, improve and upgrading of mental,
practical, productive and other skills needed to meet the changing needs of industry and
the economy.

f) To enable every citizen to understand and uphold the fundamentals of the National
constitution as well as the enshrined human and civic rights, obligations and
responsibilities.

g) Promote love for work, self and wage employment and improved performance in the
production and service sectors.

h) To inculcate principles of the national ethic and integrity, national and international
cooperation, peace through the study, understanding and adherence to the provision of
the National constitution and other basic charters.

i) To enable a rational use, management and conservation of the environment.
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3.0

4.0

5.0

Aims and Objectives of Secondary Education

In Tanzania, secondary education refers to post primary formal education offered to learners

who successful completed seven years of primary education and have met the requisite entry

qualifications. The aim and objectives of secondary education are to:

(a) Consolidate and broaden the scope of basic ideas, knowledge, skills and attitudes
acquired and developed at the primary education level.

(b) Enhance the development and appreciation of national unity identity and ethic, personal
integrity, respects for human rights, cultural and moral values, customs, traditions and
civic responsibilities and obligation.

(c) Promote linguistic ability and effective use of communication skills in Kiswahili, English
and other languages.

(d) Prepare opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding
in prescribed or selected fields of study.

(e) Prepare students for tertiary and higher education, vocational, technical and professional
training.

(f) Inculcate a sense and ability for self-study, self-confidence and self-advancement in new
frontiers of science and technology, academic and occupational knowledge and skills.

(g) Prepare the students to join the world of work.

General Subject Competences

General competences are expressions that describe what a secondary school student does as a

result of teaching and learning this subject. It is therefore expected that a Geography student

demonstrates the ability to:-

(a) Understand this country and value it as his/her heritage.

(b) Use natural resources sustainable to raise the standard of living.

(¢) Use different ways to overcome day to day social and economic constraints.

(d) Show an understating of interactions between their country and other countries and draw
lessons to solve existing problems.

(e) Observe, record, analyse, interpret geographical phenomena and conducts research.

(f) Utilize skills and take appropriate measures to manage the environment.

(g) Use socio-economic skills to successfully compete in the labour market within the
globalised world.

General Subject objectives

The student should be able to:

(a) Develop awareness of this country as his/her heritage.

(b) Develop awareness of the extent of their resources that can be developed to raise the
standard of living of people.

(c) To identify major world social and economic constraints and suggest ways of overcoming
them.



(d) Develop methods of observation, measuring, recording and Interpreting the phenomena.

(e) Identify and compare social and economic interactions between Tanzania and other
countries.

(f) Acquire skills for environmental conservation and management.

(g) Acquire social economic skills for competing in the labour market within the globalised
world.

6.0 The Structure of the Syllabus
The syllabus consists of two main parts. Part one contains the introduction, objectives of
education in Tanzania, objectives of secondary education, general subject competences,
objectives of Geography, the structure and organization of the syllabus. Part two consists of

a table bearing the following information.

6.1 Class Level Competences
These are abilities that will be revealed by student after learning a topic. In this syllabus class

level competences are found on the first page for each level.

6.2 Class Level Objectives
Class level objectives come immediately after the competences. They state what will be

achieved by the learner during the period when he or she will be studying the subject content.

6.3 Main Topic
The name of the topic in this syllabus reflects the subject content intended to be taught or
learnt. These topics appear on the first column of the content matrix.

6.4 Sub-topics
Sub-topics are specific unit contents derived from the main topics. They appear on the second

column of the content matrix.

6.5 Specific Objectives
Specific objectives specify learning achievements of specific knowledge, content, skills and
attitudes by a learner that are developed or acquired during the period of teaching and learning
a specific topic area. These are found the third column of the content matrix.

6.6 Teaching/Learning Strategies
Teaching and learning strategies are techniques and procedures of teaching and learning a
specific objective from a topic in lesson. They both apply to teacher and learners. The
teacher is expected to apply series of active interactions which will eventually lead to active
learning students. These strategies form the fourth column in the content matrix.
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6.7 Teaching/Learning Materials
Teaching and learning materials are learning support materials that aid learning. A closer
look at the teaching and learning strategies reveals that certain specific resources have been
intertwined with the strategies to facilitate the teaching and learning of specific objectives.
However the suggested teaching and learning materials are found in the fifth column of the
content matrix.

6.8 Assessment
Each respective specific objective has been provided with a clear statement which is intended
to guide the teacher in assessing whether students have grasped and therefore achieved the
intentions which are stipulated by the specific objectives. Assessment area is found in the

sixth column of the content matrix.

6.9 Number of Periods
Number of periods is an estimated time to be used to teach a given topic/sub-topic. Each
period is 40 minutes. The numbers of periods have been taken into account the time needed
to adequately cover the sub-topic. Some topics need more time than others depending nature
and weight of the topic. The teacher is advised to make maximum use of time allocated in

classroom instruction. Lost instructional time should always be compensated for.
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DECLARATION

Ordinary level secondary education is a four year course which has been designed to prepare
students for the Advanced level or other tertiary education. A student will be recognised as a form
four graduate when he/she successfully completes and pass secondary education examinations
conducted by National Examination Council of Tanzania.

This document is hereby declared as the Syllabus of Geography for ordinary secondary education

course

I
TS RO
M M. Waasoa

Commissioner for Education

Ministry of Education and Vocational Training
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FORM ONE

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
Student should have the ability to:

1.  Understanding the concept of geography and its areas of study.

2. Understanding the aspects related to solar system and the ability to plan day to day life
activities.

3. Knowledge on parts and physical components of the earth.

4.  Ability to observe, record, analyse and interpret the elements of weather.

5. The use of skills on weather elements to solve problems associated with weather.

6.  The ability to relate climate to the environment to daily social and economic activities.

7. The ability to read, measure and interpret the information on simple maps.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form One course, student should be able to:

(a). Interpret the concept of geography in the context of its major components.

(b). Explain the concepts of the Solar System and its related aspects.

(c). Illustrate and differentiate parts and physical components of the earth.

(d). Observe, record, analyze and interpret elements of weather and take necessary measures to
manage their outcomes.

(e). Understand the relationship between the climate and the environment.

(f). Demonstrate basic skills of map work to generate useful information.
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FORM TWO

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES

The student demonstrates:

1. The knowledge of types, characteristics, importance, problems and ability to apply farming
skills to meet certain human needs.

2. An understanding of the importance of natural resources and the ability to use and conserve
natural resources to improve the standard of life.

3. The knowledge on types, factors for location and importance of manufacturing industries
and ability to use conservation skills to protect the environment from industrial hazards.
The knowledge on types, location and existing problems of power and energy resources.

5. The ability to manage and use power and energy resources sustainable.

6. The knowledge on importance and different types of transport in East Africa.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Two course, the student should be able to show an understanding of:

(a). Types, characteristics, importance and problems of crop farming and animal keeping.

(b). The importance of water, forestry, wild life, mineral resources, problems linked to them and
their necessary management practices.

(c). The types, factors for location, importance and management of hazards of manufacturing
industries.

(d). The types, location, sustainable use, accruing problems, the management of power and
energy resources.

(e). The types, importance and problems of transport in East Africa.
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FORM THREE

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES

The student demonstrates:

1. Knowledge on the composition of the earth, geological time scale and forces that affect
the structure of the earth.

2. Ability to utilize resources resulting from geological processes.

3. The understanding of the knowledge on the formation, composition and characteristics of
soil.

4. Ability to classify and conserve soil.

5. Knowledge on surveying techniques and ability to use survey equipment for proper land
use planning.

6.  Knowledge on photographs and map work to read, identify, measure and interpret
information for use in social and economic activities.

7.  Knowledge on the concepts, types and importance of statistics.

8. The application of simple statistical measures to present and use data for various
purposes.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Three course, the student should be able to:

(a). Show an understanding of the composition of the earth, geological time scale, structure
and forces that affect the earth and their economic importance.

(b). Show an understanding of formation, composition, importance, characteristics, simple
classification and conservation of soil.

(c). Develop an understanding of the meaning, types, equipment and application of simple
survey.

(d). Develop skills to read, identify, measure and interpret topographical maps and
photographs.

(e). Develop an understanding of the concept, types of statistics, presentation of data, simple

statistical measures and their use.
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FORM FOUR

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES

The student demonstrates:

1. The ability to utilize basic research skills and research output.

2. The knowledge on major climatic types and ability to relate climate and natural regions so
as to plan and manage daily life activities.

3. Knowledge on the concepts of settlement and human population change, distribution and
associated problems and use appropriate skills to manage them.

4.  Ability to critically examine environmental problems and take appropriate measures to
solve them.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Four course, student should be able to:

(a). Develop an understanding of the objectives, tools, instruments and importance of research
output.

(b). Show an understanding of the major climatic types and their relationship to natural
regions.

(c). Develop an understanding of the concepts of human population and settlement, factors
for their distribution and change, relevant policies, associated problems and possible
solutions.

(d). Develop an understanding of the problems facing environment, their causes and solutions

at national and global contexts.
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