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1.0 Introduction

This Geography syllabus is a revised version which has been prepared to replace that of 1996 

which has phased out.  The revision process focused on change in paradigm from that of 

content based to competence based curriculum.  Moreover, the revision was inevitable due to 

but particularly in Tanzanian society.

Secondary Education Development Plan (SEDP).  This syllabus has been introduced for 

implementation from January 2005.

2.0 Aims and Objectives of Education in Tanzania

The general objectives of education in Tanzania are:

a) To guide and promote the development and improvement of the personalities of the

citizens of Tanzania, their human resources and effective utilization of those resources in

bringing about individual development.

b)

people of Tanzania.

c)

development and improvement of the condition of man and society.

d)

advancement and national development.

e)

the economy.

f) To enable every citizen to understand and uphold the fundamentals of the National

constitution as well as the enshrined human and civic rights, obligations and

responsibilities.

g)

production and service sectors.

h) To inculcate principles of the national ethic and integrity, national and international

cooperation, peace through the study, understanding and adherence to the provision of

the National constitution and other basic charters.

i) To enable a rational use, management and conservation of the environment.
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3.0 Aims and Objectives of Secondary Education

In Tanzania, secondary education refers to post primary formal education offered to learners 

(a)

(b) Enhance the development and appreciation of national unity identity and ethic, personal

integrity, respects for human rights, cultural and moral values, customs, traditions and

civic responsibilities and obligation.

(c)

and other languages.

(d)

(e) Prepare students for tertiary and higher education, vocational, technical and professional

training.

(f)

(g)

4.0 General Subject Competences

General competences are expressions that describe what a secondary school student does as a 

result of teaching and learning this subject.  It is therefore expected that a Geography student 

demonstrates the ability to:-

(a) Understand this country and value it as his/her heritage.

(b) Use natural resources sustainable to raise the standard of living.

(c) Use different ways to overcome day to day social and economic constraints.

(d) Show an understating of interactions between their country and other countries and draw

lessons to solve existing problems.

(e) Observe, record, analyse, interpret geographical phenomena and conducts research.

(f)

(g)

globalised world.

5.0 General Subject objectives

The student should be able to:

(a) Develop awareness of this country as his/her heritage.

(b) Develop awareness of the extent of their resources that can be developed to raise the

standard of living of people.

(c) To identify major world social and economic constraints and suggest ways of overcoming

them.



vi

(d) Develop methods of observation, measuring, recording and Interpreting the phenomena.

(e) Identify and compare social and economic interactions between Tanzania and other

countries.

(f)

(g)

world.

6.0 The Structure of the Syllabus

The syllabus consists of two main parts.  Part one contains the introduction, objectives of 

education in Tanzania, objectives of secondary education, general subject competences, 

objectives of Geography, the structure and organization of the syllabus.  Part two consists of 

a table bearing the following information.

6.1 Class Level Competences

These are abilities that will be revealed by student after learning a topic.  In this syllabus class 

6.2 Class Level Objectives

Class level objectives come immediately after the competences.  They state what will be 

achieved by the learner during the period when he or she will be studying the subject content.

6.3 Main Topic

6.4 Sub-topics

column of the content matrix.

6.5 

6.6 Teaching/Learning Strategies

teacher is expected to apply series of active interactions which will eventually lead to active 

learning students. These strategies form the fourth column in the content matrix.
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6.7 Teaching/Learning Materials

Teaching and learning materials are learning support materials that  aid learning.  A closer 

content matrix.

6.8 Assessment

to guide the teacher in assessing whether students have grasped and therefore achieved the 

sixth column of the content matrix.

6.9 Number of Periods 

Number of periods is an estimated time to be used to teach a given topic/sub-topic. Each 

classroom instruction. Lost instructional time should always be compensated for.
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DECLARATION

Ordinary level secondary education is a four year course which has been designed to prepare 
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This document is hereby declared as the Syllabus of Geography for ordinary secondary education 
course
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FORM ONE

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES

Student should have the ability to:

1. Understanding the concept of geography and its areas of study.

2. Understanding the aspects related to solar system and the ability to plan day to day life

activities.

3.

4. Ability to observe, record, analyse and interpret the elements of weather.

5.

6. The ability to relate climate to the environment to daily social and economic activities.

7. The ability to read, measure and interpret the information on simple maps.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form One course, student should be able to:

(a). Interpret the concept of geography in the context of its major components.

(b). Explain the concepts of the Solar System and its related aspects.

(c). Illustrate and differentiate parts and physical components of the earth.

manage their outcomes.

(e). Understand the relationship between the climate and the environment.
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.
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p
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ro
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 c
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 d
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h
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d
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h
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h
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b
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h
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h
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 c
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p
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 t
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h
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p
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 r
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p
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 t
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 c
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 r
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 p
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p
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d
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d
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 p
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p
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v
is

u
al

ly

im
p
ai

re
d

st
u
d
en

ts

Is
 t

h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 
ab

le
 

to
 s

h
o
w

 r
el

at
iv

e 

d
is

ta
n
ce

s 
o
f 

p
la

n
et

s 

fr
o
m

 t
h
e 

ea
rt

h
?



7

T
O

P
IC

/S
U

B
-

T
O

P
IC

S

S
P

E
C

IF
IC

 

O
B

J
E

C
T

IV
E

S

T
E

A
C

H
IN

G
 A

N
D

 

L
E

A
R

N
IN

G
 S

T
R

A
T

E
G

IE
S

T
E

A
C

H
IN

G
 

A
N

D
 L

E
A

R
N

IN
G

 

M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
S

A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
U

M
B

E
R

 O
F

 

P
E

R
IO

D
S

2
.5

 
O

th
er

 b
o
d
ie

s 
in

 

th
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h
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 d
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 d
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b
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ra
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 d
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ro
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ro
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b
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 d
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b
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 d
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 p
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h
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h
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o
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 d
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 d
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p
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h
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p
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FORM TWO

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES

The student demonstrates:

1.

2. An understanding of the importance of natural resources and the ability to use and conserve

natural resources to improve the standard of life.

3.

4.

5. The ability to manage and use power and energy resources sustainable.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Two course, the student should be able to show an understanding of:

their necessary management practices.

(c). The types, factors for location, importance and management of hazards of manufacturing 

industries.

(d). The types, location, sustainable use, accruing problems, the management of power and 

energy resources.

(e). The types, importance and problems of transport in East Africa.
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FORM THREE

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES

The student demonstrates:

1.

the structure of the earth.

2. Ability to utilize resources resulting from geological processes.

3.

soil.

4. Ability to classify and conserve soil.

5.

use planning.

6.

information for use in social and economic activities.

7.

8. The application of simple statistical measures to present and use data for various

purposes.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Three course, the student should be able to:

(a). Show an understanding of the composition of the earth, geological time scale, structure 

and forces that affect the earth and their economic importance.

(b). Show an understanding of formation, composition, importance, characteristics, simple 

survey.

photographs.

(e). Develop an understanding of the concept, types of statistics, presentation of data, simple 

statistical measures and their use.
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n
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p
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o
n
 

o
f 

v
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u
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n
se

rv
at
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n
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U
si

n
g
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

an
d
 

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s 

o
n
 

v
ar

io
u
s 

m
et

h
o
d
s 

o
f 
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il

 

co
n
se

rv
at

io
n
 t

h
e 
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ac

h
er
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 g

u
id

e 
in

d
iv

id
u
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u
d
en

ts
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o
 i

d
en

ti
fy
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n
tr

o
ll

in
g
 s

o
il
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si
o
n
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) 

A
t 

sc
h
o
o
l 

le
v
el
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th

e 
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ac

h
er
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o
 g

u
id

e 
st

u
d
en
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 p
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ct
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e 

h
o
w

 t
o
 c

o
n
tr

o
l 
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il

 e
ro
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o
n
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y
 m

u
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h
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g
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p
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n
n
in

g
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d
 

g
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p
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n
ti

n
g
 c

o
v
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o
p
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d
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n
g
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P
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d
 

p
h
o
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g
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p
h
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o
n
 

v
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io
u
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m
et
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o
d
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o
f 
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 c
o
n
se
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at

io
n
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 d
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 c
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n
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p
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b
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p
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 d

o
cu

m
en

ts
 t

h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
 i

n
 

g
ro

u
p
s 

to
 r

ea
d
 a

n
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p
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 d
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h
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p
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h
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p
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 d
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p
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 C
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b
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 D
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p
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i)
 

th
e 

te
ac

h
er
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u
id

e 
th

e 

st
u
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 i

n
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d
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 d
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T
h
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h
er

 t
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 g
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id
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ea

ch
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p
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 d
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 t

h
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 s
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 d
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cr
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b
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E
x
p
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n
t 
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p
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f 
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 c

h
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n
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ey
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U
si

n
g
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u
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g
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e 
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e 
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d
en

ts
 i
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 d
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 d
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h
e 
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h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 
ea

ch
 

g
ro

u
p
 t

o
 d
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 C
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p
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h
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 c
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p
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h
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 c
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p
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p
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h
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U
si

n
g
 w

ri
tt

en
 d

o
cu

m
en
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th
e 
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ac

h
er

 t
o
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u
id
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d
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se
ar

ch
 f
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ey
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n
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n
o
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ie
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ii
) 

T
h
e 

te
ac

h
er
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o
 g

u
id

e 
ea

ch
 

g
ro

u
p
 t

o
 d

is
cu

ss
 a

n
d
 

ex
p
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h
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im
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an
ce

 

o
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su
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ey
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n
d
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 d
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h
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le
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 e
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p
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5
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o
n
ce

p
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m
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T
h
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st
u
d
en

t 
sh

o
u
ld

 

b
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ab
le

 t
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E

x
p
la

in
 t
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p
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o
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m
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re
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n
d
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h
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st
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ra
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 o
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h
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in
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 o

f 
 m
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g
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n
d
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p
o
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an
ce
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 t

h
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 s
tu

d
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t 
ab

le
 

to
 e

x
p
la

in
:

th
e 

co
n
ce

p
t 

o
f 

m
ap

 r
ea

d
in

g
?

th
e 

im
p
o
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an
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f 

m
ap

 r
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d
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g
?

2
0

b
) 

 I
d
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ti
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es
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n
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o
f 

a 

m
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h
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d
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d
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.
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h
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.2

 R
ea

d
in

g
 a

n
d
 

in
te

rp
re

ti
n
g
 

to
p
o
g
ra

p
h
ic

al
 m

ap
s.

T
h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 
sh

o
u
ld

 

b
e 

ab
le

 t
o
:

a)
 R

ec
o
g
n
iz

e 

fe
at

u
re

s 
o
n
 a

 m
ap

U
si

n
g
 m

ap
s 

an
d
 g

u
id

in
g
 

g
u
id

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
 i

n
 g

ro
u
p
s 

to
 

re
co

g
n
iz

e 
fe

at
u
re

s 
o
n
 a

 m
ap

.

T
o
p
o
g
ra

p
h
ic

al
 m

ap
s 

(m
ap

 e
x
tr

ac
ts

).

Is
 t

h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 

ab
le

 t
o
 r

ec
o
g
n
iz

e 

fe
at

u
re

s 
o
n
 a

 m
ap
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b
) 

G
en

er
at

e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n
 f

ro
m

 

m
ap

s.

U
si

n
g
 t

o
p
o
g
ra

p
h
ic

al
 m

ap
s 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
 i

n
 

g
ro

u
p
s 

to
 d

is
cu

ss
 a

n
d
 g

en
er

at
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n
 f

ro
m

 m
ap

s.

T
o
p
o
g
ra

p
h
ic

al
 m

ap
s

Is
 t

h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 

ab
le

 t
o
 g

en
er
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e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n
 f

ro
m

 

m
ap
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c)
 I

n
te

rp
re

t 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n
 i

n
 

re
la

ti
o
n
 t

o
 d

ai
ly

 

ac
ti

v
it

ie
s.

1
. T

h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 d

em
o
n
st

ra
te

 

h
o
w

 t
o
 i

n
te

rp
re

t 
in
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at
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n
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o
m

 m
ap
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2
. te

ac
h
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o
 a

ss
ig

n
 s
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d
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 g

ro
u
p
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 d
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n
d
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te
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t 
in
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n
 f

ro
m

 

m
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n
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 d
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o
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 f
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R
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D
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p
h
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h
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h
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u
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b
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le
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d
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fy
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y
p
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f 

p
h
o
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g
ra

p
h
s.

i)
 

U
si

n
g
 w

ri
tt

en
 d
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p
h
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g
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p
h
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T
h
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ac

h
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ea
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g
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 d
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p
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se
n
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d
 s
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m

m
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iz
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e 

ty
p
es

 

o
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p
h
o
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p
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i)
 W

ri
tt

en
 d

o
cu

m
en
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ii
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T
y
p
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 p
h
o
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g
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p
h
s
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 t

h
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st
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ab
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 i

d
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p
h
o
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p
h
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1
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D
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n
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e
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w
ee

n

g
ro

u
n
d
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v
er

ti
ca

l

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s.

i)
U

si
n
g
 t

ex
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 a
n
d

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s,

 t
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

to
 g

u
id

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
 i

n

g
ro

u
p
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 d

if
fe

re
n
ti
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e

an
d
 v

er
ti
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l 

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s.

ii
)

T
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 
ea

ch

g
ro

u
p
 t

o
 d

is
cu

ss
 p

re
se

n
t

i)
G

ro
u
n
d
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v
er

ti
ca

l

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s.

ii
)

T
ex

ts
 o

n
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
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 t

h
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st
u
d
en
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ab
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 d

if
fe

re
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g
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u
n
d
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v
er

ti
ca

l 

p
h
o
to

g
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p
h
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6
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 R
ea

d
in

g
 a

n
d
 

in
te

rp
re

ti
n
g
 

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s

T
h
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st
u
d
en
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sh

o
u
ld

 

b
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ab
le

 t
o
:-

a)
R

ea
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n
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 o
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p
h
o
to
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p
h
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ra
te

 h
o
w

 t
o
 r

ea
d

fe
at

u
re

s 
o
n
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
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p
h
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FORM FOUR

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES

The student demonstrates:

1.
2.  

as to plan and manage daily life activities.

3.  
a

4.  
solve them. 

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Four course, student should be able to:

(a). Develop an understanding of the objectives, tools, instruments and importance of research 

output.

(b). Show an understanding of the major climatic types and their relationship to natural 

regions.

(c). Develop an understanding of the concepts of human population and settlement, factors 

for their distribution and change, relevant policies, associated problems and possible 

solutions.

(d). Develop an understanding of the problems facing environment, their causes and solutions 

at national and global contexts.
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 b
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 p
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 c
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 p
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h
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h
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 c
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o
n
ce

p
ts

 o
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se
tt

le
m

en
t

T
h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 
sh

o
u
ld

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o
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ac

h
er
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o
 g

u
id

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
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 e

x
p
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h
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ea
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in

g
 o

f 
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en
t.
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 U
si

n
g
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sh
o
w
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g
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m

en
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e 
te
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h
er

 t
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le
m

en
t.
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 M
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sh
o
w

in
g
 

se
tt

le
m

en
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at

te
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G
u
id

in
g
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en
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tt

le
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en
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1
6

b
) 

E
x
p
la
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 c

at
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, 
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p
es

 a
n
d
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ar
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te

ri
st
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o
f 
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le
m

en
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U

si
n
g
 m

ap
 e
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d
ia

g
ra

m
s 
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d
 p

h
o
to

g
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p
h
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th
e 

te
ac
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er

 g
o
 g

u
id

e 
st

u
d
en
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ro
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 d

is
cu

ss
 a

n
d
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 c
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o
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h
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 d
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n
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 M
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p
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x
p
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o
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ty
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le
m
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h
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U
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 d
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 d
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(a
g
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cu
lt

u
ra

l 
co

ll
ec

ti
n
g
 

ce
n
te

rs
, 
co

m
m

u
n
ic

at
io

n
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m

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

ce
n
te

rs
, 

m
in

in
g
 c

en
te

rs
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p
o
rt

 

im
p
o
rt

an
ce

.
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) 

 T
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 
ea

ch
 

g
ro

u
p
 t

o
 d

is
cu

ss
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n
d
 p

re
se

n
t 

th
e 

fu
n
ct

io
n
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an
d
 i

m
p
o
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an
ce

 

su
m

m
ar
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i)
 M

ap
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sh
o
w

in
g
 

th
e 

fu
n
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n
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o
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se
tt

le
m

en
t.

ii
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M
ap

 e
x
tr

ac
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d
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g
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m
s 

an
d
 

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s.

Is
 t

h
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 s
tu

d
en
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le
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 e

x
p
la

in
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i)
 T

h
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fu
n
ct

io
n
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o
f 

se
tt

le
m

en
ts
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ii
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T
h
e 

im
p
o
rt

an
ce

 

o
f 

se
tt

le
m

en
ts
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4
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 G
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w
th

 o
f 
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tt
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en
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.

T
h
e 

st
u
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en

t 
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o
u
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 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o
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n
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y
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 f
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 l

ea
d
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 g

ro
w

th
 o
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tt

le
m

en
ts
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si
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en
 d
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 d
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h
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 d
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 d
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h
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 w
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 d
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 t
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ac

h
er
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id
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st
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 w
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an

 

g
ro

w
th
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ii
) 

T
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 

ea
ch

 g
ro

u
p
 i

n
 p

le
n
ar

y
 f

o
r 

d
is
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ss

io
n
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p
re

se
n
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ti
o
n
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n
d
 

T
ex

ts
 o

n
 p

ro
b
le

m
 

o
f 

u
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an
 g
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w

th

Is
 t

h
e 

st
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en
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ab

le
 

to
 a

ss
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so

ci
al

 

an
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 e

co
n
o
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p
ro

b
le

m
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as
so

ci
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ed
 w

it
h
 

u
rb

an
 g
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th
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c)
 S

u
g
g
es

t 
w

ay
s 

o
f 

so
lv

in
g
 e

x
is

ti
n
g
 

p
ro

b
le

m
s 

re
la

te
d
 

to
 u

rb
an

 g
ro

w
th

.

i)
  
T

h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 

st
u
d
en

ts
 i

n
 g

ro
u
p
s 

to
 

d
is

cu
ss

 a
n
d
 s

u
g
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es

t 
w

ay
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o
f 
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lv
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 e
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n
g
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b
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d
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ra
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en
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n
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en
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b
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.
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o
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 p
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i)
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 L
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E
N

V
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O
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N
T

A
L
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U
E
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N
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M
A

N
A

G
E

M
E

N
T

 

5
.1

T
h
e 

co
n
ce

p
t 

o
f 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t.

(a
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 T
h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 

sh
o
u
ld

 b
e 

ab
le

 

to
 e

x
p
la

in
 t

h
e 

m
ea

n
in

g
 o

f 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t

i)
 

T
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 

st
u
d
en

ts
 i

n
 g

ro
u
p
s 

to
 

re
ad

 d
if

fe
re

n
t 

te
x
ts

 o
n
 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t 

an
d
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

h
e 

m
ea

n
in

g
 o

f 
en

v
ir

o
n
m

en
t.

ii
) 

T
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 

st
u
d
en

ts
 t

o
 s

u
m

m
ar

iz
e 

th
e 

m
ea

n
in

g
 o

f 
en

v
ir

o
n
m

en
t.

T
ex

ts
 o

n
 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t

Is
 t

h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 

ab
le

 t
o
 e

x
p
la

in
 

th
e 

m
ea

n
in

g
 o

f 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t?

5
0

5
.2

 I
m

p
o
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

en
v

ir
o
n
m

en
t

T
h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 
sh

o
u
ld

 

b
e 

ab
le

 t
o
 e

x
p
la

in
 

th
e 

im
p
o
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t.

i)
 

C
it

in
g
 r

ea
l 

ex
am

p
le

s 
fr

o
m

 

th
e 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t,

 t
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 

to
 g

u
id

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
 i

n
 g

ro
u
p
s 

to
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

h
e 

im
p
o
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t.

ii
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T
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 
ea

ch
 

g
ro

u
p
 t

o
 d

is
cu

ss
 a

n
d
 

p
re

se
n
t 
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e 
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p
o
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

su
m

m
ar

y.

R
ea

l 
ex

am
p
le

s 

fr
o
m

 e
n
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t

 I
s 

th
e 

st
u
d
en

t 

ab
le

 t
o
 e

x
p
la

in
 

th
e 

im
p
o
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t?

5
.3

 E
n
v
ir

o
n
m

en
ta

l 

p
ro

b
le

m
s

T
h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 
sh

o
u
ld

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o
:

a)
 I

d
en

ti
fy

 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
ta

l 

p
ro

b
le

m
s.

i)
  
U

si
n
g
 t

h
e 

ac
tu

al
 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t,

 p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s 

an
d
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

th
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 

g
u
id

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
 t

o
 d

is
cu

ss
 

in
 g

ro
u
p
s 

an
d
 i

d
en

ti
fy

 t
h
e 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
ta

l 
p
ro

b
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m
s.

ii
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 T
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 t
o
 g

u
id

e 
ea

ch
 

g
ro

u
p
 t

o
 d

is
cu
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 a

n
d
 p

re
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n
t 

th
e 

en
v
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o
n
m

en
ta

l 
p
ro

b
le
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i)
  A

ct
u
al

 

en
v
ir

o
n
m

en
t

ii
) 

 P
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s

ii
i)

  
P

ic
tu

re
s

A
re

 s
tu

d
en

ts
 

ab
le

 t
o
 i

d
en

ti
fy

 

en
v
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l 

p
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